Our University

Every year many young men and women enter universities and institutes of higher education in Belarus. Francisk Skorina Gomel State University may be the aim of many applicants although there are many more instututions all over Belarus where undergraduates get their higher education in various subjects.

I am a student of Francisk Skorina Gomel State University. It was opened in 1969 on the basis of the Pedagogical Institute. It is the second university in Belarus. 
20 Doctors of Sciences and about 300 Candidates of Sciences work at more than 50 departments of the University. 

Our University has many faculties: Physics, Mathematics, History, Biology, Economics, Geology and Geography, Physical Culture, Law, Foreign Languages, Psychology and some others.
Four forms of training are offered at Francisk Skorina Gomel State University. They are daytime training, correspondence courses (or extra-mural department), preparatory section and post-graduate courses. 

Applicants go in for entrance exams in June before the next academic year begins. An exam in the Byelorussian or Russian Language is compulsory as well as exams in special subjects. 
If applicants want to have a good command of the subjects in which they will take exams, they attend preliminary courses. Another aim of the preparatory section is to help those who finished school many years ago to become students.

The students of extra-mural department often combine work and study at the University.
Most undergraduates receive grants. The amount depends on the results of the previous set of exams. Our University trains future teachers of different subjects, engineers and research workers.

The first two years of study are generally the most difficult. A new student may have up to 30 hours a week of seminars, lectures and classes.

Our university has good conditions and facilities for study. It has a rich library. Reading halls, different laboratories with modern equipment are at the disposal of students. 
Many students of our University live in hostels. The friendly and relaxed environment encourages students to enjoy their time at the university while extending their knowledge and talents, and developing as individuals.
Vocabulary notes: 
Academic year




учебный год
Applicant





абитуриент
Class






практическое занятие
Compulsory





обязательный
Correspondence courses



заочный факультет
Daytime training




дневное обучение
Department





кафедра
Entrance exams




вступительные экзамены
Faculty





факультет
Form of training




форма обучения
Hostel






общежитие
Institution





учреждение образования
Lecture





лекция
Post-graduate courses



аспирантура
Preparatory section



подготовительное отделение
Research worker




научный сотрудник
Seminar





семинарское занятие
Set of exams





сессия
To attend





посещать
To be at the disposal of



быть в распоряжении
To enter





поступать
To go in for





сдавать
To have a good command of


хорошо владеть чем-л.


To receive grants




получать стипендию
Undergraduate




студент
	
	


Exercises 

Ex. 1 Make sure that you read the following words properly.
Institution/institute, undergraduate, extra-mural /correspondence department, modern equipment, compulsory, relaxed environment, knowledge, preliminary, laboratory, pedagogical, biology, law, economics, post-graduate, previous, grants, amount, results, research worker, seminar, facility, at the disposal of.
Ex. 2 Translate and learn the following words.
1) to pass an exam in ... / to fail a test in ...;

2) a class in ... / a seminar on ... /a lecture on ...;

3) a timetable;

4) to attend classes/to miss classes;

5) to do a subject; 

6) to do well /poorly in a subject;

7) a student's record book;

8) to give a mark /a credit;

9) to get a five in;

10) full /part time student;

11) curriculum;

12) an applicant;

13) to be absent/ to be present;

14) to have a good/bad command of the subject.

Ex. 3 Give antonyms to the following words.
To attend classes, to be absent, to fail an exam, in writing, part time students, to be bad at a subject, to have a good command of.

Ex. 4 What do we call.
A student that studies by correspondence; a student of the day department; the oral check-up of the students’ knowledge; young men and women who try to enter Universities; a course of study at a University; a document where the examiner registers marks.

Ex. 5 Complete the following statements.
1) If you want to pass your exams well, you must... 

2) Helen entered the university in 1985, so in 1990 she... 

3) If you do not know what lectures you have tomorrow… 

4) If you want to have a good command of the language, you must…
Ex. 6 Explain the words in English.
An applicant, a student record book, preliminary courses, full time students, part time students, to have a good command of languages, curriculum.

Ex. 7 Say if the statements are true or false according to the text. Correct the false ones. 
1) The university was opened in 1969 on the basis of the pedagogical institute.

2) All undergraduates get grants.

3) Three forms of training are offered at Francisk Skorina Gomel State University: daytime training, correspondence courses (or extra-mural department) and  preparatory section.

4) Applicants go in for entrance exams in June.

5) Many students of our University live in hotels.

\
Ex. 8 Answer the questions.
1) What is the official name of our University?

2) When was Francisk Skorina Gomel State University opened?

3) What forms of training does it offer? 
4) How many departments are there at the University?
5) What are its staff?

6) What is the aim of preparatory section?

7) When do applicants go in for entrance exams? 
8) What conditions for study are there at the University? 
9) Where do many students live? 
10) Why are the first two years of study generally the most difficult?
Ex. 9 Arrange the statements in the right chronological order according to the text.

1) Our University trains future teachers of different subjects, engineers and research workers.

2) Our university has a good library.

3) Every year many young men and women enter universities and institutes of higher education.

4) The friendly and relaxed environment encourages students to enjoy their time at the university while extending their knowledge and talents, and developing as individuals.
5) A new student may have up to 30 hours a week of seminars, lectures and classes.

Ex. 10 Insert necessary prepositions.

1) Our university was opened … 1969 … the basis of the pedagogical institute. 
3) Different laboratories with modern equipment are … disposal of the students. 

4) Classes … Russian, Byelorussian and English are compulsory for all students.

5) Seminars … practical work are combined with lectures … theory. 

6) All students hope to get a ten … a subject. 

7) It’s so terrible to fail the exam … of the main subjects.

Ex. 11 Translate into English.
1) В этом году я поступил в ГГУ. 

2) Благодаря опытным специалистам, кандидатам, докторам и профессорам наук, работающим на 50 кафедрах нашего университета, наши студенты получают качественное обучение. 

3) Наш вуз предлагает 4 формы обучения: дневное и заочное обучение, подготовительные курсы, а также обучение в аспирантуре. 

4) Главной задачей студента является учеба: посещение лекций, семинаров и своевременная и успешная сдача экзаменов. 

5) Благоприятные условия нашего заведения способствуют не только успешной учебе, но и развитию студентов, как творческих личностей.

Ex. 12 Retell the topic.
